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East Park Academy 
Autumn Term Year 6 

The Exciting Egyptians 
Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will study the key features, including the everyday lives of men, women and children of Ancient Egypt. Children will develop 
their understanding of the achievements of the earliest civilizations.  

Core Aims  
 know and understand how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and 

dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 

trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 

structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 

have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, 

Pupils should be taught  
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including 
ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should: 

 find out about ideas, beliefs, attitudes, behaviour and 
characteristics of people, recognising that views and feelings can 
differ.  

  identify and describe reasons for, and results of key historical 
events, situations and changes in Ancient Egypt 

 describe, compare and make links between the main events, 
situations, behaviour and changes in Ancient Egypt- work out how 
conclusions were arrived at. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to: 

 to ask perceptive questions, select and record relevant 
information 

 identify the different ways the past is represented and to give 
reasons for this 

 recognise primary and secondary sources 

 use a range of  sources of information to weigh evidence, sift 
arguments and develop perspective and judgment.  
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regional, national and international history; between cultural, 

economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

between short- and long-term timescales. 

 Consider ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations, whether 
they are fact or fiction  

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information from several 
sources in a fluent account  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 
variety of ways [for example, drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 know and understand how Britain been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use 

them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,  

  understand the connections between national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 

history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
 To locate and map 

ancient Egypt using 
secondary sources. 

 To locate ancient 
Egypt in time and 
period using a 
timelines. 

What do we already know about ancient Egypt? 
 
Introduce the new topic of learning- The Exciting Egyptians 
 

 Where is Egypt in the world?  Which continent will you find Egypt?  
 What is the capital city? Who were the Egyptians? What do we know about them as historic figures from the 

past? Why do we think that the topic is called the exciting Egyptians? 
 
 Locate Egypt on a map of the world or globe and a map of Europe.  
Ask the children to generate questions that will help them to explore and investigate Ancient Egypt 
Look at the periods of the old and middle kingdom.  (A class time line from 3,000 BC to present) Establish what is 
meant by ‘ancient’ and ‘modern’ (Ref: KS2 ‘A Sense of History, p23) 

Discuss and locate ancient Egypt in time - Children construct a simple timeline to show the period of Ancient Egypt  
Show the children visual sources of information and photographs of Egypt and the River Nile, Ask the children to 
explain why the River Nile was so important-Egypt not only depended upon the Nile for its water and its food, but the 
rhythms of the Nile also shaped its religion, its government and its destiny.  

Children plot Egypt, the river Nile, Africa, Europe and the Mediterranean Sea on own maps.  
 to observe an object 

in detail and to make 
inferences and 
deductions 

 about the range of 
objects which have 
survived from ancient 
Egypt 

 to make inferences 
from objects about 
the way of life in 
ancient Egypt 

 

What can we learn about ancient Egypt from one object? 
Artefact detectives! 
Tell the children that they are going to be archaeologist detectives and going to examine Egyptian artefacts in order to 
draw their own historical conclusions about the Egyptian period.  
 
Show the children the ‘Ancient Egypt Artefact box’, which contains Egyptian objects from the past. 

 

 Provide the children also with pictures of items from Ancient Egypt (Scarab pendant LCP. P.419 or Collins Educational 
Photos 2,3,6,7) to analyse and question.  

 
Children to investigate and handle each of the artefacts in the history box and ask the children to sort them in different 
ways, eg, Which are made from wood, paper, pottery, stone etc?   
 
Using their skills of enquiry, ask the children to predict what each of the artefacts may be.  
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 What could this artefact be?  
 What could it be used for?  
 What does it tell us as historians about ancient Egypt?  
 Which tell us about food, death, daily life, clothes, and houses? Which tell us about rich people, poor people?  

 
Encourage the children to form their own historical questions about the different artefacts.  Ask the children to discuss 
using their observational work on the artefacts. 
 

Discuss the artefacts as a whole class and what each one tells us about life in ancient Egypt. Help the children 
understand the importance and value of sources like artefacts to the historian. 

Children to take role of an archaeologist and make a detailed drawing of the object and write a detailed description. 
They must also use their learning from the artefact investigation work to complete the sentence: What does this source 
tell us about life in ancient Egypt?  

 
 

 To explore aspects of 
life in ancient Egypt 
from remaining 
artefacts. 

 To make inferences 
and deductions from 
objects and pictures 

 To understand that 
what we know about 
the past is dependent 
on what has survived 

 To investigate the 
Egyptian alphabet 
using hieroglyphics. 

 To investigate 
Egyptian hieroglyphic 
writing and number 
systems. 

 To construct writing 
using the Egyptian 
alphabet in 
hieroglyphics. 

What do objects that have survived tell us about ancient Egypt? 
Show the children artefact (Historical artefact box) or a picture of a scribe’s palette Introduce to children idea that we 
learn about Ancient Egypt through evidence left behind,  

Ask the children to use their skills of enquiry to question – What this existing object is? What could it be used for? What 
can we guess about it? Ask the children to generate their own historical questions to find out more about this object - 
what do we want to find out? 

Tell the children that it is a scriber’s palette for writing. Explain to the children that Egyptians wrote right to left and in 
picture form not using letterform like we do today. Explain the meaning of hieroglyphics (Ref: Ginn History pp28-29) Tell 
the children that they wrote on papyrus reeds (examples of this paper can be found in the artefact box)  

 

Look at the alphabet in hieroglyphics. How is it different? 
Children to be given codes to crack using copies of the hieroglyph alphabet. 
Extension: Children to write their name or a short sentence about themselves using Egyptian hieroglyphic alphabet. 
Recap on Egyptian hieroglyphic writing. How was it different to our writing today? What did Egyptians use to write? 
Look at a reed pen. Do you think it was easy to write with this? 
Examine the Egyptian number system in hieroglyphics. What do you notice? How is it different to our number 
sentence? How is it similar? Provide the children with some simple number sequences or sums to solve using the 
Egyptian number system in hieroglyphics. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/writing-used-in-ancient-egypt-hieroglyphs-and-hieratic/5259.html- video of 
Egyptian writing 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/writing-used-in-ancient-egypt-hieroglyphs-and-hieratic/5259.html-
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Children to make their own reed pens and write a postcard to send to a friend in ancient Egypt. Their message must be 
in hieroglyphics and they will need to try and use the number system to include a problem within their post card.  
 

 To understand how 
the lives of the 
Egyptians relied on 
the River Nile  

 
 To know how the river 

Nile was used for 
agriculture during 
ancient Egypt.  

 

What does the landscape tell us about what life might have been like in ancient Egypt? 
 
Begin by reflecting on the time and period of ancient Egypt. Using a map, reflect on where Egypt is and key physical 
features of the country. Identify the River Nile and discuss  
 

 Why and how do you think that the River Nile was important to the ancient Egyptians? 
  

Show the children a visual source of the River Nile and discuss what they can see, what they can draw about the River 
Nile and again thoughts on why it might have been very important to the lives of ancient Egyptians.  
 
Read and investigate through Collins Primary History textbook p.26. Ensure children understand the importance of the 
river Nile. Discuss how the Nile provided water and a method of transport. Look at an atlas with children and tell them 
about the physical features of the Nile and how it flooded annually. 

 Provide children with more pictures of the Nile and of the Egyptian landscape using historical sources form the Collins 
resource pack as well as interactive sources. (Ref: Ginn History p4-5, ‘A sense of History’-pp74-75) 

Explore internet links: 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/farming.htm  
http://www.egyptologyonline.com/Work%20&%20Trade.htm  
http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/Curriculum/History.htm  
 

Look at the calendar for the Egyptian farming year. Discuss as a whole class. 

 

Children to  wwrite a report about the uses of the River Nile. They will need to include details about the farming year, 
crops and how the River Nile was important to the lives of the ancient Egyptians. Children to even add a picture board 
of the ancient Egyptian farming year. 

 

 To understand what 
life was like for 
people in ancient 
Egypt.   

 To use a range of 
sources to give an 

What was life like in Ancient Egypt? 
 
Introduce the children to the idea of life within ancient Egypt. Discuss with the children  
 

 What do they think life was like in ancient Egypt? 
 How did they live? What were their homes like? 
 What jobs do the children think the ancient Egyptians did? 
 What food did they eat?  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/farming.htm
http://www.egyptologyonline.com/Work%20&%20Trade.htm
http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/Curriculum/History.htm
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account of different 
aspects of life living 
in ancient Egypt.   

 To investigate life, 
work, food, clothes 
and roles within 
ancient Egypt. 

 To draw historical 
conclusions about life 
in ancient Egypt. 

 
 

 What was daily life like? 
 What about clothes? Schooling? Life of boys and girls? 
 Did they have any past-times? Like what maybe? 
 How do they think life in Egypt might be different to that of today? 
 

 Ask the children to generate questions that they will like to explore and investigate about the Egyptians and their life 
using post-it-notes to create a sticky wall. 
 

 Over a series of lessons: 

Children to use a range of written sources, visual sources, first person accounts, internet links and Q1’s to research 
aspects of Egyptian life including  

 Egyptian daily life and their homes 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/main.html 
http://www.woodlands- junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/clothes.htm 
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html - two accounts  about a day in the life of two ancient Egyptian families 
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- family life and homes 
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/homes.html- homes 
Video http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/working-life-in-ancient-egypt/5271.html - video of working life 
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/egypt/dailylife/dailylife.html 
 

 Egyptian work and trade 

http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/soldier.html- jobs - soldier, farmer, priest, craftsman, nobleman  
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/trade/home.html - trades 

 

 

 Egyptian food and what they ate 

Video http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-did-wealthy-egyptians-eat/5164.html- video of what did wealthy 
Egyptians eat? 

 

 Egyptian clothes, make up and jewellery 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- jewellery, make up, clothing 
 

 Egyptian past times and entertainment. 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- entertainment 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/main.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/homes.html-
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/working-life-in-ancient-egypt/5271.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/egypt/dailylife/dailylife.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/soldier.html-
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/trade/home.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-did-wealthy-egyptians-eat/5164.html-
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
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The children are to present what they have found out about each of the key aspects of Egyptian life using a range of 
writing media. Children to write letters using the first-person, postcards from Egypt, magazine pages entitled ‘Egyptian 
life’ and information texts using the key features.   
 
 

  

To understand the 
importance of religion 
in ancient Egypt. 
To identify key 
religious beliefs and 
practises of ancient 
Egypt using a range of 
sources.  

 

Ancient Egyptian faith, practise and worship! 
 
Ask the children 

 What do you think you already know about religion during the ancient Egyptian period? 

 Were the Egyptians religious? How do we know this? What makes us think that? 

 Was faith and religion important? Again, how do we know this? 

 What did they practice? 

 What beliefs did they have? 
 
Using a range of sources and Q1’s, children to investigate Egyptian worship, faith and beliefs. 
 
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.3.html -religion  
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/Egypt.html 
 
 
Using their findings and learning, children to write a religious guide to Egyptian religion. Children to think about aspects 
of their faith and practise, worship and key beliefs. 
 

 To understand the 

importance of 

religion in ancient 

Egypt. 

 

 To identify key 

Egyptian religious 

Ancient Egyptian Gods and Goddesses. 
 
Discuss the importance of religion in ancient Egypt.  

 What do you think your already know about religion during the ancient Egyptian period? 

 What do you already know about ancient Egyptian religion and gods? 

 Can you name any ancient Egyptian gods or goddesses? 

 What historical questions would you like to investigate? 

 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.3.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/Egypt.html
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beliefs, practises 

and gods and 

goddesses using a 

range of sources.  

 

Discuss with the children that everything the ancient Egyptians did was connected to the gods. The Egyptians 
worshipped over 2,000 gods and goddesses. Many gods and goddesses were associated with certain animals and 
paintings show them with a human body and the head of a bird or an animal. Major gods like the Sun god were 
worshipped throughout Egypt but some others were local gods linked to certain towns or temples. 

 Where did the Egyptians worship? 

 Who did they worship? 

 How important was religion 

 Who were the important religions figures? 

 

Discuss the religious figures – Atum the all is the creator. The pharaoh representations of this god on earth. 

 

 

 

Tell the children that they are going to investigate for themselves, ancient Egyptian gods and goddesses using the Q1’s 
and internet links using the following two sites 

 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/gods/explore/main.html- catalogue of gods and goddesses 
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/interactive_fs.asp?swfpath=history/egypt/egyptiangod.swf- 
catalogue of gods and goddesses 
 

Using their own findings and learning, children to present a catalogue page about Egyptian gods and goddesses. 
Children to illustrate and write a character profile of each of their chosen gods and goddesses.  

 
 To understand how a 

body was prepared 
for the afterlife.  

 To understand the 
stage of the 
mummification 
process.  

  

What did the ancient Egyptians believe about life after death? 
 

Ask the children  

 What key beliefs do they know and think the Egyptians had? 

 What did they believe would happen once they faced death? 

 Do they children think religion was important? 

 

Give the children information on ancient Egypt beliefs about life and death. Explain that life after death was the central 
belief in Egyptian religion. Tell the children that the ritual of burial gods, statues, shabtis, stone carvings and paintings 
all had some significance in the journey of the spirit in the afterlife. This journey was often recorded on papyri known as 
Books of Dead, which were placed in tombs.  

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/gods/explore/main.html-
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/interactive_fs.asp?swfpath=history/egypt/egyptiangod.swf-
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 What did the ancient Egyptians think about life after death?  

Children to watch the short videos together or suibg their own Q1’s in pairs 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html 

http://www.eyelid.co.uk/egyptian-mummification.html- video 
 
Tell the children that the afterlife was a central part to the lives of the ancient Egyptians as they held a belief in the new 
world which followed after death. The Egyptians believed that everyone had a soul and a body and that both of these 
were needed in the life after death. Therefore, the Egyptians tried to preserve the bodies and soul of the dead through 
a process called mummification. 
 
Using a range of written and short extract sources ask the children to investigate Egyptian mummification and it’s 
process. Children to use highlighters and underline the evidence and beliefs presented within the sources. 

http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp  

 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/mummifying.html 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/mummies.htm 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/canopic.htm 
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/index.html 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-did-the-egyptians-mummify-dead-bodies/5182.html - video why did they 
mummify the dead? 
 

Children to discuss their key findings: 

• What have you learnt about Egyptian afterlife? 

• What was mummification? 

• What was involved in the mummification process? 

• What happened to the body during each stage? 

• What were they buried with? 

• What were canopic jars? What was put inside them and why? 

Using their learning from the interactive and written sources, children to create an explanation text about How to 
Mummify a Body. Children to use the key features of explanatory writing within their own pieces of writing. Children 
may ant to add annotated explanatory diagrams to add even more information to their writing.  

 
 To investigate who Who was Tutankhamun? 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/egyptian-mummification.html-
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp
http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/mummifying.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/mummies.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/canopic.htm
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-did-the-egyptians-mummify-dead-bodies/5182.html
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was Tutankhamun. 
 
 To use a range 

historical sources to 
write a newspaper 
report about the 
discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

  

 
Show the children pictures of Tutankhamun.  
 

• Who is it? 
• What do they know about this key historical figure?  
• Why might we be learning about this figure? 
• Is this person important? 
 

 
Ask the children to examine the picture and write historical questions in order to find out more about him.  

• If you could meet this person, what would you ask him?  
 

 Children to create questions like Who are you? Why are you an important Egyptian figure? 
 
Introduce the children to Tutankhamun. Watch a short video 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-tomb-of-tutankhamun/5183.html- video of Tutankhamun’s tomb 
 
Present the children with a selection of historical sources for them to research about Tutankhamun. Historical sources 
will include details of Tutankhamun and how he died at only sixteen or seventeen years old and how he was buried with 
amazing treasures. Sources to include answers to questions like Why is he abit of a mystery? Who discovered him and 
why?  
 http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/carter.htm 
http://www.ashmolean.org/gri/4hcart.html 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002589/HowardCarter.shtml 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/tut.html 
 
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/Egyptian_Videos/King-Tut-Treasures.html- video 
http://www.akhet.co.uk/tutankh.htm 
 
Children to imagine being a news reporter in the 1920’s and write a news article headlining the discovery of the tomb – 
‘Tutankhamun: read all about it!’ 

 
what we can find out 
about ancient Egypt 
from what has 
survived 
to produce a 

What can we learn about ancient Egypt from what has survived? 
 

Discuss with the children what they have learnt about ancient Egypt. Discuss not only what is known but also what is 
not known from what has survived. 

Ask the children to produce an informative double page on ancient Egypt covering all the topics they have found out 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-tomb-of-tutankhamun/5183.html-
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/carter.htm
http://www.ashmolean.org/gri/4hcart.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002589/HowardCarter.shtml
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/tut.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/Egyptian_Videos/King-Tut-Treasures.html-
http://www.akhet.co.uk/tutankh.htm
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structured account 
about life in ancient 
Egypt 
  

about inclining Egyptian life, religion, beliefs, clothes and children.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


